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This association, as will duly appear, was to have important consequences*
for the bank director.

With the exception of this liaison an<l one other which, astonishing aw it
may sccin, he was to develop with the Ko^erifs sexagenarian mother
'Madame', Law remained faithful to his (lathcrine, to whom nt this limi*
nobody suspected that he was not married. The prine.ipal contemporary
chroniclers all pay tribute to their simple and regular mode of living whieh
remained unspoiled by riches and success. There was in his homo more
order and cleanliness than luxury1, declared the contemporary social
historian Duclos. Tall, well built, with a pleasant ami agreeable fact*, much
intelligence, of remarkable politeness., with haughtiness without insolence^
was how this writer described the banker at this lime, while Catherine was
'an English woman of quality, of a haughty character, which iho manners
of our little arid great dames soon rendered impertinenT. This opinion is
confirmed by that most acule of observers, the Duke of Saint-Simon, 'Law
was a Scotchman, of very doubtful birth"1, wrole Saint-Simon^ 'tall and w*4l
made, of agreeable face and aspect, gallant and on very good terms with the
ladies of all the countries he had travelled in. His wife was not his wife;
she was of a good English family and well connected, had followed 1 <aw for
love, had had a son and daughter by him, passed for his wife and horn his
name without being married to him ,.. She had one eye and the lop of one
cheek covered by an ugly check as of wine; otherwise she was well maths
proud, impertinent in her conversation and in her manners, receiving com-
pliments, giving next to none, paying but few visits, tlu^se ran* and selected,
and exorcising authority in her household, 1 know not whether her credit
over her husband was grout, but he appeared full of regard, of earo, ami of
respect for her/

Sinccrcst of all compliments to LuwVi character was likewise uttered by
Saint-Simon, 'There was neither avarice nor roguery in his composition',
said this critic. *Hc was a gentle, good, respectable man whom o&etws of
credit and fortune had not spoiled, and whoso department, equipages,
table and furniture could not scandalize anyone.'

One day at Marly, not long after Louis XIV's death, the Regent, in the
course of a conversation with Law, remarked that thanks to the finan-
cier's overtures he was beginning to sec a way out of the formidable dif-
ficulties which confronted the country.